
Our Vision Statement: 

Enlarging the circle of disciples through Jesus 
Thanks for joining us today! If you have any questions while you are here this morning,  
you can find an answer at the Welcome table, which is inside the doors off Jefferson Street. 
Whatever your circumstances, and no matter where you’ve been, you matter to God, and 
you matter to us. We are glad you are here! If you are a first time guest with us this morning, 
Welcome!   Please stop by the welcome table and pick up a welcome packet.  

June 18, 2023  9:30 am 
Transferring Leadership 

Pastor Chris Farmer 

The altar flowers are given  
to the glory of God in honor of Wedding Anniversaries 

& Jim & Ruth Ann Covey 
55 Years 

Roger & Kay Okuley 
50 Years 

Series:  What’s Next 



9:30 am ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, June 18, 2023 
 

“Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am  
sending you. ”And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the  

Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not  
forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:21-22)  

 

*indicates please stand if you are able 
Please fill out the attendance pad and pass it to your neighbor 
 

Gathering in God’s Presence 
 

Prelude:  Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee arr. Cindy Berry             Scott Turner 
 

Welcome:                        Sierra Shaffer 
 

*Call to Worship:                        Sierra Shaffer 
 

 Leader:  We gather in God’s presence, through whom all families on earth receive 
 their life and name.  
 

 People:  We seek to be rooted and grounded in God’s love which passes all 
 understanding. 
 

 ALL:   Glory to God in the Church and in Jesus Christ to all generations  
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
  

*Opening Prayer:              Sierra Shaffer 
 O living God, in our humble and reverent worship of you, grant that we shall 
 be open and receptive to your marvelous grace. May the fullness of your 
 Holy Spirit fall upon us so that we may be your servants bearing witness of 
 Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 
 

*Song:  The Battle Belongs to the Lord     Jeremy Laukhuf 
 

Chat with the Children:                                    Ruth Ann Dowler 
  Children dismissed to AWE 

Happy Father’s Day to all the men in our lives 
 

Scouting God and Service Award:    Mr. Greg Amstutz      Pastor Chris Farmer 
 

Life in the Church I:                                Sierra Shaffer 
 

Special Music:   
Marriage at Cana D.H. Pettit    John 2:1-11 Processional March for Trumpet and Organ 

Paul Hoverman-Trumpet and Scott Turner-Accompanist 
 

Worship with the Word 
 

*Scripture:                John 20:19-23; Matthew 28:18-20        Pastor Chris Farmer 
 

Series:                                                   What’s Next 
Sermon:                                      “Transferring Leadership”                Pastor Chris Farmer 
 

Commissioning of Mission Team: 
 

Congregational Prayer:  Almighty and Loving God, empower and equip these servants 
 to be your hands and feet. Help them to please you by serving others. Send 
 them into the world with the authority of the Lord Jesus to feed the hungry, 
 shelter the homeless, and bear witness of your reign. May their actions and 
 words bear witness of your amazing love and passion for healing the broken 
 and delivering the captives. Protect them and teach them as they become the 
 people you want them to be. Fill them with the Holy Spirit and enable them to 
 complete their tasks faithfully and joyfully. Bring them safely home and then let 
 their experiences further enrich us, so that all of us join hands and hearts in 
 glorifying you for what you are about to do through and for these laborers In
 the plentiful harvest. Amen 
 

Song:  Come To The Table               Jeremy Laukhuf 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper: 
 Invitation 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 Distribution of the Elements 
 Prayer of Gratitude 
 

Sending Into the World 
 

Life in the Church II:                Pastor Chris Farmer 
 

*Hymn: Great Is Thy Faithfulness #140                         Scott Turner 
 

*Spoken Benediction:                        Pastor Chris Farmer 
 

Postlude:  Come, Christians Join to Sing arr. Mark Hayes             Scott Turner 
 

You are invited to be seated and enjoy the Postlude or leave quietly in peace 

Leaders in Today’s Worship 
Lead Pastor: Pastor Chris Farmer                  Pianist: ScoƩ Turner  
Announcer: Sierra Shaffer                   ProjecƟonist: Noah Carter 
Screen CreaƟves: Cheri Oechsle, Sherri Arn                  Sound Technician: Kyle Wendel  
Usher/Greeter Coordinator: Dave Lichtle, Neil Shaffer  Videographer: Dave Thompson 

K®�’Ý M®Ä®ÝãÙù Summer AWE   
Children preschool through 5th grade have an opportunity to build their relaƟonship with Jesus 
through upliŌing songs and impacƞul Bible lessons by aƩending our Alternate Worship 
Experience.  Children will be released to AWE aŌer praise and worship Ɵme. Awe will not meet 
Communion Sundays which is the first Sunday of the month. Please sign in before service with 
KidCheck located by the nursery or the Scheidt room.  

Tithes/Offerings may be made by dropping it in one of the wooden boxes around the sanctuary, using our 
online giving opƟon found on our website at vanwerƞirst.net, texƟng 419.963.3557 or mailing it to First UMC,  
113 W. Central Avenue, Van Wert, OH 45891. Thank you for your support to First UMC and her ministries. 


